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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 03255 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, GE 

SUBJECT: REPORTS OF CIVIL DISTURBANCE OVER HIGH PRICES 

REF: BERLIN 0931 

1 . THE WEST GERMAN PRESS HAS REPORTED THAT A 
RIOT TOOK PLACE ON MAY 1 IN WITTENBERGE, A TOWN 
NORTHWEST OF RERUN CLOSE TO THE FRG BORDER. 

ACCORDING TO THESE REPORTS ABOUT 300 PEOPLE 
GATHERED TO EXPRESS THEIR ANGER TO LOCAL OFFICIALS 
OVER HIGH PRICES CHARGED FOR WESTERN PRODUCTS IN 
THE SPECIALTY STORES "DELIKAT". REPORTEDLY 
VIOLENCE ERUPTED AND THE POLICE WERE CALLED IN AND 
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DISPERSED THE CROWD WITH POLICE DOGS, TEAR GAS, 

WATER CANONS AND CLUBS, ARRESTING 20 PEOPLE. 

2. THE MFA, ACCORDING TO THE WEST GERMAN PRESS, 

HAS CHARGED THAT THESE REPORTS ARE INCORRECT. TWO 
WEST GERMAN CORRESPONDENTS, DIETMAR SCHULZ 

OF DPA AND HANS-JUERGEN WIESNER OF ZBF HAVE BEEN 
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OFFICIALLY WARNED. THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
OF THE MFA PRESS SECTION TOLD THE REPORTERS ON 
MAY 9 THAT THIS WAS A LAST WARNING. THEY WERE 
TOLD THAT THE PUBLICATION OF THE REPORT DISTURBS 
THE PROCESS OF NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THE TWO GERMAN STATES. 

3 . THE LOCAL REUTERS CORRESPONDENT WHO VISITED 
WITTENBERGE MAY 10 HAS TOLD US THAT HE WAS ABLE 
TO CONFIRM THAT DISORDERS TOOK PLACE BUT CANNOT 
SUBSTANTIATE DETAILS OF WEST GERMAN PRESS STORIES. 

4. THE EAST GERMAN PRESS HAS CARRIED NO REPORT YET 
ON EITHER THE INCIDENT OR ON THE WARNING TO THE 
CORRESPONDENTS. 

5 . THE ECONOMIC EDITOR OF THE EAST BERLIN DAILY 
BERLINER ZEITUNG HAS TOLD US HE IS AWARE OF THE 
STORY FROM WEST GERMAN TELEVISION BUT DISMISSES 
THE INCIDENT AS OF NO GREAT SIGNIFICANCE. THE EDITOR, 
WHO HAS BEEN A LONG-TIME CRITIC OF THE INTERSHOP 
AND DELIKAT STORE SYSTEM, SAID HE WOULD NOT BE 
SURPRISED THAT THE EXISTENCE OF THESE STORES 
WOULD LEAD TO DISSATISFACTION AND IRRITATION. 

BOLEN 
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